
 

Region One Education Service Center (www.esc1.net) serves over 427,000 students and educators in seven counties in south Texas including 
Cameron, Hidalgo, Jim Hogg, Starr, Webb, Willacy and Zapata counties. Region One works to assist school districts in improving student 
performance, assist districts to operate more efficiently and economically, and implement initiatives assigned by the legislature or the 
Commissioner of Education. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Region One Texas Energy Center Saves School Districts Electricity Costs 
 

 

Members of the Region One Texas Energy Center will save between $20,000 to nearly $200,000 in electricity costs 
in the coming year thanks to their participation in the Region One Texas Energy Center. The Texas Energy Center, a 
service offered by the Region One Education Service Center, is an energy procurement cooperative that does the 
work of selecting the energy providers through an extensive competitive procurement process and negotiating the 
lowest rates for its members. 
 
“As an education service center one of our main roles is to assist school districts in operating more efficiently and 
economically. Through the Texas Energy Center our staff in partnership with our energy aggregator, Texas Energy 
Aggregation, seeks out the best electricity rate for our members. As a result, our members save monies that could 
potentially be utilized in other areas of district operations. We take care of the bidding process and ensure the 
negotiated contracts are written to safeguard our members and protect them from hidden charges,” explains Lori 
A. Ramos, Region One ESC Purchasing Coordinator.  
 
The Texas Energy Center worked with four qualified retail energy providers (REPs) to secure low rates in a 
favorable market. In September, the Texas Energy Center locked in a four-year rate of $0.03950/ per kilowatt hour 
with Hudson Energy which translates to a cost savings of over $2.6 million over the lifespan of the contract for 
those TEC members, reports Ramos. In addition to seeking out the best electricity rates for its members, TEC 
benefits include increased competition among qualified suppliers, greater control over contract structure, bidding 
process management, and access to expert consultants. 
 
TEC members agree that the cooperative benefits their districts. "Aside from securing the electricity contracts 
within the legal framework, the electricity rates negotiated each contract year has allowed our District to save 
thousands of dollars over time,” says Guillermo Ramirez, Director of Purchasing at Hidalgo ISD. “In addition, the 
structured support provided by the Region One staff has also kept our District updated and informed on market 
pricing and energy issues impacting our area." 
 
Members of the Texas Energy Center include Edcouch-Elsa ISD, Hidalgo ISD, Horizon Montessori Public Schools, La 
Villa ISD, Lyford CISD, Monte Alto ISD, Point Isabel ISD, Raymondville ISD, Region One ESC, and Sharyland ISD. 
Membership in the Texas Energy Center is open to public school districts and charter schools. 
 
School districts, charter schools interested in learning more about the Texas Energy Center should contact Lori A. 
Ramos, Region One Purchasing Coordinator at (956) 984-6123 or laramos@esc1.net. 
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